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Welcome To Winter

Hopefully everyone survived the recent snow and ice. I 
was held hostage for 11 days due to a solid frozen
road and driveway. Being home bound wasn’t a total lost 
though, as like many of you, I was able to finish
some projects and make a few Boutique items.

The Board meeting this month had to be cancelled 
because several of us were unable to get out.
Therefore, you will not see any minutes in the Newsletter.

Laura and the quilt show committees are hard at work and 
things are moving ahead.

I’m sure all of use are looking forward to the presentation 
of the Quilts of Honor to Henry Fisher and Ed
Crawford, These gentlemen have long histories of military 
and community service and it will be a privilege
to honor them.

Be a bit happier each day:
Tune into gratitude.
Gratitude has found to improve our mental health, even if 
we don’t remember or realize how much a
simple gesture of thanks can mean to ourselves and 
others. Writing a gratitude letter to a specific person
in our lives has great benefits. Reap the benefits. Write 
someone a gratitude letter this week.
Who will your letter go to? The first person I will write a 
letter will be Jesus.

- Judy
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Lake Quilters News
February 2026

February 2026 Meeting is on 
February 17, 2026 from 1p-3p at 
Saunders Fire Hall
Workshop Feb 16-17 details below

Welcome new member Kimberly Drew! She 
came to the January meeting.  If anyone is 
interested in joining the Guild please fill out 
the 2026 Membership Form. 

If you have a question about a program, 
or a submission to the Newsletter please 
email marshamelk@hotmail.com before 
the 10th of each month.  

Sunshine Updates: 
Keep your fellow members in mind 
for any reason to request a guild 
card contact Ruthe at 
rploskunyak@outlook.com.

Reminder:  the next LQG mtg will be a Quilts of Honor Sew In on Monday, February 16 (9:30 am to 4 pm) and 
Tuesday, Feb 17 (9:30 to noon) at  Saunders Fire Station, 12253 Smith Mountain Lake Parkway, Huddleston, VA 
24104. 

The Guild Meeting and Founders Day Celebration will be from 1 pm to 3:30 on Feb 17.   There will also be a 
"Presentation of Quilts" to members of our community: Ed Crawford and Henry Fisher.  We will also have our annual 
Founders Day Celebration with cup cakes!

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.lakequilters.org/guild/2026%2520MEMFORM.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915400859958&usg=AOvVaw1F1KcWQmk6wjkMYrh0eOd-
mailto:marshamelk@hotmail.com
mailto:rploskunyak@outlook.com
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Calendar and Programs

Feb 16 and 17, 2026  

Workshop and General Meeting 
Saunders Firehouse

Workshop - 
Monday; Feb 16, 2026 
Quilts of Honor Sewing
9:30am to 3:30pm
Tuesday Feb 17 
Continue Quilts of Honor Sewing 
9:30am to Noon

Program meeting -
Tuesday Feb 17, 2026 1pm to 3pm
Presentation of Quilts to members of 
our community, Ed Crawford and Henry 
Fisher.  Their families will be invited and 
we will have our annual cake reception 
celebrating our Quilt Guild as well as 
these deserving men. 

Go to our website to keep up to 
date on all things Quilt Show!

http://lakequilters.org/quiltshow/
quiltshow.htm

Quilt Raffle tickets are available for 
you to sell to friends and family.  

March 17, 2026  

Workshop and General Meeting 
Resurrection Catholic Church

Workshop -
Monday, March 16, 2026 
Shrug
9am to noon
$5.00

Ann Hoar is teaching the Shrug that she modeled  
at the last meeting.  We will do sign ups at 
February meeting.  There will be some 
"homework" that attendees will need to 
complete.  We will have the instructions at the 
February meeting for this homework.  They will 
be distributed as folks pay their $5.00.  For 
anyone not attending the Feb. meeting, but 
wants to do the workshop, they should contact 
me via email hayesflorence530@gmail.com or 
phone me at 770 815 5702.

Program Meeting -
1 pm - Wearable Quilts
Featuring quilting items we can make to wear.

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://lakequilters.org/quiltshow/quiltshow.htm&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915400952558&usg=AOvVaw0K4EjV_sEQg_z62E0_u9Vl
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://lakequilters.org/quiltshow/quiltshow.htm&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915400952741&usg=AOvVaw0gu_AhLLcJAwANScEZufFG


Community Outreach 
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● CORE= Community Out Reach Events!  This is different from charity where we give items.  Community 
out-reach is trying to reach  out to people who are interested in joining our quilting community. All of 
these events are open to the general public, invite friends, family and neighbors to join in! If you have 
friends who are interested in quilting, invite them out for a friend hangout!

Upcoming Events and Call to Action 

CORE events are created to expand possible meeting times and days for members of the guild that 
cannot attend our regular guild meetings, as well as introduce the public to our art form and our 
guild's activities.

These are the CONFIRMED CORE events for the first quarter of 2026; they will be held at the SML/Moneta 

Library.  All events are open to the LQG members if they register with the library, as well as the interested 

public.

March 12, 2026 Thursday 5 pm to close.  Repeat from November (as requested by library patrons) of charm 

pack patchwork tote.

March 21 and 22, 2026.  All day Saturday and Sunday.  Commuter retreat.  At present this will be a daytime 

retreat for those interested in sewing with fellow guild members and the public who are interested in 

expanding their skills.  It is possible that there may be instructions for either an animal face or quilt jacket 

construction, but this has not yet been confirmed.

If you have any questions concerning CORE events, or have ideas to be included, please contact Jan 

Emerick-Brothers by email at janebsingsnsews@gmail.com.

BEE INFORMATION

If you are interested in joining an existing BEE or starting a new one, please contact our BEEKEEPER, Jan 

Emerick-Brothers by email at janebsingsnsews@gmail.com.

Here is the BEE display Schedule for 2026

March- River Queen BEE

May- Be Artful BEE

July- Worker BEE

September- Stitch-n-Chat BEE

November- Kept in Stitches BEE

mailto:janebsingsnsews@gmail.com


Great start to the new year! At the January meeting we 
had lots of gorgeous donations. These along with 
December donations allowed for the delivery of 2 quilts 
of honor, 27 quilts of various sizes and 2 fidget quilts. 
The deliveries went to Carilion Hospice Clinic, Rocky 
Mount Health and Rehab, Lake Christian Ministries, 
Centra Bedford Hospice, and Bedford Abuse Shelter. 

Here is Holly of Centra Bedford Hospice holding one of 
the quilts of honor.   Thank you all.  All organizations 
were very appreciative.  

February 16th and 17th, we will have a sew in to make 
more quilts of honor to add to those worked on, in 
November. Kits will be provided. Based on feedback, 
many will be precut and just need sewing. Several have 
panels, and others will require sub-cutting. We are 
targeting having 30 quilts of honor made in 2026.  

At the January meeting, Ann shared the concept of 
quilted hug. On Tuesday March 17th, Ann will be holding 
a workshop from 9 am to noon. Please sign up at the 
February meeting. There is pre-work. Here are several 
youtube videos. The hug you make can be for you, a 
family friend, or you can provide to charity. We won’t 
have kits for this workshop. 

The response to making placemats for meals on wheels 
was phenomenal. We have identified several other 
organizations that provide meals on wheels locally. 
Please feel free to continue making placemats. In the 
months to come we’ll share the quantities needed.    

Through reviewing our current inventory and our open 
requests; fidget quilts and stuffed bears are needed. We 
welcome donations of everything! So as the winter 
keeps you indoors feel to create! As a reminder, we have 
backing and batting so all we need are tops (and 
bindings). 

 Mary Colby and Ann Hoar

Charity Co-chairs

Charity and Fundraising

Charity Report

Videos of the “Quilted Hug” or Shrug

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8_XvvkKj
yM&authuser=0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxJoWjiYY
wI&authuser=0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvi0Aj4qZJ4
&authuser=0

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DY8_XvvkKjyM%26authuser%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915401842589&usg=AOvVaw3bkPSSzXRJ3TFkkf-C_T5d
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DY8_XvvkKjyM%26authuser%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915401842733&usg=AOvVaw1rIJDm64wlPMooxhf9KkyY
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DRxJoWjiYYwI%26authuser%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915401842798&usg=AOvVaw0RXlDh9JZC2nfnEkiM8Kc9
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DRxJoWjiYYwI%26authuser%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915401842858&usg=AOvVaw1E8TDUHQMfUcpxI05NgsgR
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Drvi0Aj4qZJ4%26authuser%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915401842917&usg=AOvVaw1YqeW2WrrD2CI8fIOJmY6i
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Drvi0Aj4qZJ4%26authuser%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915401842977&usg=AOvVaw1KOYsW7tXL0J_UOvF_Z9eF


WAYS and MEANS

HELP WANTED!!!
$0 Pay and 100% Job Satisfaction!
Ways and Means is looking for a third member. As 
our role has grown so has the work. Please let 
June or Cathy know if you would be interested in 
joining them in the fun!!

And thanks to all who made our Ways and Means 
UFO Challenge such a success last month. 

We have lots of new UFO’s for this month, so pick 
one or more and get your name entered to win the 
$100 gift certificate from Fork Mountain.
June, Cathy and ????

Good Luck and Happy Sewing, 
June and Cathy

2026 Challenge

The 2026 Challenge is based on the song “My 

Country Tis of Thee”. This song celebrates liberty, 

freedom, and the concept of being proud to be an 

American.  

For this challenge, you are to make a quilt 

portraying what fascinates or intrigues you about 

America through the last 250 years. Your ideas for 

the quilt can depict patriotic themes, historical 

figures, landmarks, or Iconic symbols. It can also 

represent freedom of speech, freedom to vote, 

freedom of religion or family heritage, 

 

Attach to your quilt a short note on why you chose 

the topic for your quilt.

After doing more research, the largest size for this 

Challenge Quilt will be 45" x 60" (lap quilt size).  

From what I have read, the average size for a lap 

quilt to use with a wheelchair is 30" x 42".  Wall 

hangings can be all sizes. To make it easy, I know 

there are a lot of different numbers on the internet, I 

am going to limit the size for this year's Challenge 

quilts from 24" x 24" (wall) to 45" x 60".  Anything in 

between these two dimensions will be acceptable.  

Have fun!!

If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact me, Jan Brockman, at 

jmbquilt2024@gmail.com.





Business After Hours Free Event for our Members

As members of SMAC and the SML Chamber of Commerce, 
we are all invited to this PRIVATE event for Chamber members.

Come enjoy great food, door prizes and drinks to support 
our Arts Council and future SML Center. 

February 19, 2026-5-7 PM-Westlake Cinema  -  free!

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://et8zbzdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f%3D0019KPahXgUQ0C0vuhfoaYsdZCbemO9yjxhJ9Fbz5dfzRpVhQF1OIFNkcQL16dwZDp_FVL7uQxTNtrrPrjHZTy587jkpolM3wJGJN8LDNv-cQCquVZ2OQGqdaB2jAn4QzN1zDqnIriLLhA-BDMxhmA9B4qlngxFm09VGP4Md29UhrB5cq-MqkR8eQ%3D%3D%26c%3DFvc2irtK8iQ9aApuDJjtT6YE5DFCoWIi_UwA3WWI064rzdgCdOViyA%3D%3D%26ch%3DSTYUcbjCNVHmOnEWNsKXCcmo1gEWhibd0eqFt43K6r6LrndAu81j4Q%3D%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915402419490&usg=AOvVaw3CmHcf-Y48MPc5qm7BsR-H
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://et8zbzdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f%3D0019KPahXgUQ0C0vuhfoaYsdZCbemO9yjxhJ9Fbz5dfzRpVhQF1OIFNkY3o0Em5IR-LkZxQlVdxdhs5Vw--Xo8_7_j_S-ChuWMdgv1ACEzI1IcrzcTQK-S07VBzD2fmppYejWRd16vpMfCvx6hycnAQlcZI1pWCsXdeKUZ8Xkw_mUYZU_10v-8oig%3D%3D%26c%3DFvc2irtK8iQ9aApuDJjtT6YE5DFCoWIi_UwA3WWI064rzdgCdOViyA%3D%3D%26ch%3DSTYUcbjCNVHmOnEWNsKXCcmo1gEWhibd0eqFt43K6r6LrndAu81j4Q%3D%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915402420041&usg=AOvVaw3qQVJjBu2ATGcfPnLzpjNS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://et8zbzdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f%3D0019KPahXgUQ0C0vuhfoaYsdZCbemO9yjxhJ9Fbz5dfzRpVhQF1OIFNkcSclR5itShLS-NzTVVrdrRakaiIJXsC7R8D0wdsDL_tukM4MrobWaYw-XmEv4NSkCeicyBtFsEZIaqclRuHFn9-UUZ9BP5vas9S-BWYP579%26c%3DFvc2irtK8iQ9aApuDJjtT6YE5DFCoWIi_UwA3WWI064rzdgCdOViyA%3D%3D%26ch%3DSTYUcbjCNVHmOnEWNsKXCcmo1gEWhibd0eqFt43K6r6LrndAu81j4Q%3D%3D&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1770915402420398&usg=AOvVaw3SyOd7auRhfcWxxYdwKvP6


ENTER YOUR QUILTS IN THE 2026

SMOKY MOUNTAIN QUILTERS SHOW

The Smoky Mountain Quilters of Tennessee is inviting you to showcase your quilts at the guild’s 45th Quilt 

Show & Competition. The show is scheduled for Friday, June 19 and Saturday, June 20, 2026, at the Knoxville 

Expo Center in Tennessee. More than $7,500 in awards will be made to quilters in 14 categories, including a 

juniors category (ages 16 and under), and 14 additional special awards. Deadline for entries is April 18, 2026. 

Please visit www.smokymtnquilters.com for more information on the competition and for entry forms.


